
 

The Crucible 
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Synopsis 

In the Puritan New England town of Salem, Massachusetts, a group of girls goes dancing in the forest with a black slave 

named Tituba. While dancing, they are caught by the local minister, Reverend Parris. One of the girls, Parris’s daughter Betty, 

falls into a coma-like state. A crowd gathers in the Parris home while rumors of witchcraft fill the town. Having sent for 

Reverend Hale, an expert on witchcraft, Parris questions Abigail Williams, the girls’ ringleader, about the events that took 

place in the forest. Abigail, who is Parris’s niece and ward, admits to doing nothing beyond “dancing.” 

While Parris tries to calm the crowd that has gathered in his home, Abigail talks to some of the other girls, telling them not to 

admit to anything. John Proctor, a local farmer, then enters and talks to Abigail alone. Unbeknownst to anyone else in the 

town, while working in Proctor’s home the previous year she engaged in an affair with him, which led to her being fired by his 

wife, Elizabeth. Abigail still desires Proctor, but he fends her off and tells her to end her foolishness with the girls. 

Betty wakes up and begins screaming. Much of the crowd rushes upstairs and gathers in her bedroom, arguing over whether 

she is bewitched. A separate argument between Proctor, Parris, the argumentative Giles Corey, and the wealthy Thomas 

Putnam soon ensues. This dispute centers on money and land deeds, and it suggests that deep fault lines run through the 

Salem community. As the men argue, Reverend Hale arrives and examines Betty, while Proctor departs. Hale quizzes Abigail 

about the girls’ activities in the forest, grows suspicious of her behavior, and demands to speak to Tituba. After Parris and 

Hale interrogate her for a brief time, Tituba confesses to communing with the devil, and she hysterically accuses various 

townsfolk of consorting with the devil. Suddenly, Abigail joins her, confessing to having seen the devil conspiring and cavorting 

with other townspeople. Betty joins them in naming witches, and the crowd is thrown into an uproar. 

A week later, alone in their farmhouse outside of town, John and Elizabeth Proctor discuss the ongoing trials and the 

escalating number of townsfolk who have been accused of being witches. Elizabeth urges her husband to denounce Abigail 

as a fraud; he refuses, and she becomes jealous, accusing him of still harboring feelings for her. Mary Warren, their servant 

and one of Abigail’s circle, returns from Salem with news that Elizabeth has been accused of witchcraft but the court did not 

pursue the accusation. Mary is sent up to bed, and John and Elizabeth continue their argument, only to be interrupted by a 

visit from Reverend Hale. While they discuss matters, Giles Corey and Francis Nurse come to the Proctor home with news 

that their wives have been arrested. Officers of the court suddenly arrive and arrest Elizabeth. After they have taken her, 

Proctor browbeats Mary, insisting that she must go to Salem and expose Abigail and the other girls as frauds. 

The next day, Proctor brings Mary to court and tells Judge Danforth that she will testify that the girls are lying. Danforth is 

suspicious of Proctor’s motives and tells Proctor, truthfully, that Elizabeth is pregnant and will be spared for a time. Proctor 

persists in his charge, convincing Danforth to allow Mary to testify. Mary tells the court that the girls are lying. When the girls 

are brought in, they turn the tables by accusing Mary of bewitching them. Furious, Proctor confesses his affair with Abigail and 

accuses her of being motivated by jealousy of his wife. To test Proctor’s claim, Danforth summons Elizabeth and asks her if 

Proctor has been unfaithful to her. Despite her natural honesty, she lies to protect Proctor’s honor, and Danforth denounces 

Proctor as a liar. Meanwhile, Abigail and the girls again pretend that Mary is bewitching them, and Mary breaks down and 

accuses Proctor of being a witch. Proctor rages against her and against the court. He is arrested, and Hale quits the 

proceedings. 

The summer passes and autumn arrives. The witch trials have caused unrest in neighboring towns, and Danforth grows 

nervous. Abigail has run away, taking all of Parris’s money with her. Hale, who has lost faith in the court, begs the accused 

witches to confess falsely in order to save their lives, but they refuse. Danforth, however, has an idea: he asks Elizabeth to 

talk John into confessing, and she agrees. Conflicted, but desiring to live, John agrees to confess, and the officers of the court 

rejoice. But he refuses to incriminate anyone else, and when the court insists that the confession must be made public, 

Proctor grows angry, tears it up, and retracts his admission of guilt. Despite Hale’s desperate pleas, Proctor goes to the 

gallows with the others, and the witch trials reach their awful conclusion. 



Characters in the play: 

 

TOWNS FOLK / JUDGES 

Tituba: F, 40s. Parris’s servant, brought back from 

Barbados. 
Reverend Parris: mid 40s. A widower with little 

understanding of children. Before entering the ministry, 

Parris was a merchant in Barbados, and his ministry still 

bears signs of his business background. 
Ann Putnam: married to Thomas Putnam, an 

influential family in Salem. But of eight children born to 

her, only one daughter has survived, and she is jealous 

of Rebecca’s large family. 

Thomas Putnam: the eldest son of the richest man 

in the village, and with a high opinion of his own 

intellect. Married to Ann. 

Rebecca Nurse: early 70s. Held in very high regard in 

the village, Rebecca is gentle and kind. She has eleven 

children and twenty six grandchildren! 

John Proctor: a hard working farmer in his thirties. 

Well respected in Salem and not easily influenced by 

others. 
Elizabeth Proctor: wife of John, she is “not wholly 

well”, perhaps since the birth of their third child.  
Giles Corey: a farmer in his early eighties, and going 

deaf, Giles is nevertheless a determined protector of his 

rights and property; to which end he has been in court 

six times during the year. 
Francis Nurse: Husband of Rebecca, whom he tries to 

protect when she is accused of witchcraft. 
Reverend John Hale: nearly 40; he is confident in 

his abilities as a specialist in ascertaining witchcraft, 

which he has studied in detail. 

Sarah Good: a poor, confused beggar who is accused 

of witchcraft. 
Ezekiel Cheever: Ezekiel is employed as a court 

official. 

 Marshal Herrick: is also employed by the court, but 

he is uncomfortable about some of the things he is 

expected to do. 

 Judge Hathorne: a lawyer from Boston, who is 

employed as the prosecutor. 
 Deputy Governor Danforth: confident and 

determined that the law must be upheld, even at the risk 

of obscuring the truth. 
 Hopkins: a messenger. 

TOWNS CHILDREN 

Abigail Williams: late teens, an orphan, living with 

Rev. Parris, who is her uncle. Older than Betty, and able 

to influence the other girls. 

 

Susanna Walcott: teenager, younger than Abigail, 

and easily led by her, Susanna is a nervous girl. She 

works for the local doctor, Dr Briggs. 

 

Mercy Lewis: Miller describes her as “merciless”. She 

is the Putnam’s servant. Late teens. 

 

Mary Warren: late teens. The Proctor’s servant. Naïve 

and subservient, she is easily swayed by Abigail. 

 

SOME OTHERS MAYBE REQUIRED FOR CHORUS TOWNSFOLK 
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AUDITION TIPS: 

1. Haven’t memorized the material? Don’t pretend you have.   Try to memorize them. But if you can’t, it’s ok. We’d 

rather hear the material as written with the papers in your hand than hear you make up stuff just to prove that you 

tried (and failed) to memorize the material. 

2. Don’t make excuses.I don’t want to hear that you have a cold, or that you have bed-head, or that your printer is 

broken. Do your best. 

3. If I ask you to make a choice, make one.I commonly ask the people auditioning for me to choose between two 

monologues.  I want to learn what YOU are attracted to, and I also want to see you make a choice. Don’t say, “It 

doesn’t matter. What do you want?” Actors have to make strong clear choices when developing characters. I want to 

see that side of you in everything you do. 

4. Listen to direction given.  You maybe asked to try something – don’t hesiatate, give the new direction or request a go 

as this is the audition panel seeing how well you listen and process information.  Also access if you will be easy or 

hard to direct. 

5. Don’t presume anything.  You maybe asked to read for a part you haven’t prepared for,  this DOES NOT mean 

anything.  Remember its all about the final picture and you are one of many, so put your all into everything you are 

asked to do throughout the whole weekend. 

6. Make your first 15 seconds count. When you meet someone for the first time, don’t you make a lot of suppositions? 

We do too. 

7. Be the 3 Cs. Be comfortable, charismatic and confident. Actors have to command attention. They have to be the most 

interesting people in seated in the theatre. Be someone that we want to get to know. If you can do that as yourself, I 

know you’ll also be able to do that in a character. 

8. Don’t hesitate in the audition room.  Your audition time is your time.  Ensure you are on time and ready to go.  If we 

are running behind don’t make the audition panel wait longer than needed as we all want to get home on time.   

9. Let us know where to find you. Ensure we have all your contacts to be able to contact you if required for a recall on 

Sunday   

10. Don’t start over.  Screw up? Fight through it. And it probably wasn’t as bad as you thought. You’re more sensitive to it 

than we are. Always audition.The best way to master auditioning is just like everything else. Do it over and over. 

You’ll get numb to the nerves. You’ll be able to be yourself. And you’ll get free practice! I used to go to dance calls, 

because learning a dance combination at an audition is a free dance class (and I needed them). Actors who get to 

work on sides with directors at an audition get a free coaching. 

Remember, we want you to be great. We’re pulling for you more than you can ever imagine. 

Because a great audition, means a great cast, which means we’re one step closer to a great show. 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 

 

 



 

 



 


